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17 Counties Rea c h ed
P ea k P opula tion in 2018

+0.3% Avera g e Annua l
P ercent Ch a ng e

+7,765 Avera g e Annua l
P opula tion Ch a ng e

Iowa Historic Population Trends
Yea r of P ea k P opula tion — Decennia l Census Yea rs 1850-2018

Iow a  P opula tion by Census — 1900-2019
With  Annua l P ercent Ch a nge

With  Dec line in P opula tion Since P ea k

Th e m ea n center of popula tion is determ ined a s th e pla ce w h ere a n
im a g ina ry, fla t, w eig h tless m a p of th e U.S. w ould b a la nce perfectly
if a ll residents w ere of identic a l w eig h t.
Iow a 's m ea n center h a s trended to th e north w est until 1930 w h en it
turned ea stw a rd from  Story County into Ma rsh a ll County.  In 1980 th e
center b eg a n to trend m ore south erly.  Th e closest city is Ma rsh a lltow n.
Na tiona lly, th e m ea n popula tion center h a s trended w estw a rd, w ith  a
m ore south w esterly pa ttern in recent dec a des.  Th e na tiona l m ea n
popula tion center is nea r P la to in south  centra l Missouri

Iow a  Mea n P opula tion Center — 1860-2010
Marshalltown, IA

•  P opula tion g row th  in Iow a  h a s b een
m odest b ut stea dy, g row ing a t a n
a v era g e ra te of 0.3% ea c h  yea r since
1900, a n a v era g e of 7,765 persons.
•  Th e la rg est sing le-yea r popula tion
loss w a s 1942-1943 due to WW II
of 105,000 people — a  4.3% loss;
th e la rg est sing le-yea r g a in w a s
1945-1946, 159,000 people, a  6.9%
g a in a ttrib uted to th e b a b y b oom .
•  Th e la rg est period of popula tion
dec line in Iow a  w a s in th e 1980s
during  th e fa rm  crisis, a  5.1% decline
a  loss of 151,058 people ov er 9 yea rs.

P opula tion Increa se from  P rior Yea r
P opula tion Decrea se from  P rior Yea r

41 Counties Rea c h ed P ea k
P opula tion in 1900
or Ea rlier


